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The Challenge
Sending out preview copies is an intrinsic part of the film production business. 
Working copies must be timely sent to agencies creating promotional material,  DVD 
screeners provided to jury members and film critics, and preview copies handed over 
to foreign buyers at film markets.

Keeping control over these pre-release copies tends to be a headache, given that a 
single leak may spread worldwide, through the Internet, within a few hours. Preview 
content quality is often degraded on purpose, in order to try to minimize the risk of 
piracy.

Starting with Cannes Film Market 2009, Quinta provided STUDIOCANAL with a 
secure way to distribute screeners with intact visual quality, using NexGuard.

Prior Workflow

NexGuard player

Usual workflow for 
film previews includes 
steps:

Encoding the 
movies into files or 
onto DVDs

Delivering via 
sneakernet or over IP, 
but not in person

Viewing by 
recipients Prior workflow had multiple vulnerable points

Quinta was retained by 
STUDIOCANAL  to 
provide NexGuard- 
secured preview 
versions of its films to 
foreign film buyers.

For more information please visit www.civolution.com or contact us: info@civolution.com

Solution
Using NexGuard Content Protection, 
movies ready for preview are encrypted 
once and for good. Lists of approved film 
buyers are set up and can be updated  
anytime. To play a NexGuard-secured file, 
a buyer will only need his persona l 
Security Token. Upon playing, the content 
displays intermittent marks and is invisibly 
watermarked with the Security Token ID. 

- Case Study - 
NexGuard TM 

Content Protection Solution

Secure previews to support film rights sales

http://www.studiocanal.com/
http://www.civolution.com/
mailto:info@civolution.com


Solution Workflow

Benefits of using NexGuard Content Protection

End-to-end security
• Access is restricted to pre-approved buyers provided with personal Security Tokens (which can be remotely revoked 

in case of loss or theft)
• Illicit copying is deterred by individualized, visible marks 
• Traceability is provided by forensic watermarking

User friendliness
• Movie playback employs a QuickTime™ plug-in running on Mac and PC. Content can be watched in nomadic mode 

without Internet access, or with the computer connected to the TV (provided the user has any kind of PC-TV cabling) 
• Buyers are not bothered with careful management of the content copies they received: the files are encrypted at all 

times
• The rights owner can easily manage the database of approved buyers and films they were granted access to

Cost efficiency through automated file-based workflow
• NexGuard enables faster, Internet-based content distribution that reduces operational costs (incl. recordable media 

and delivery services)
• Automation eliminates the risk of content mismatches due to human errors during delivery, while rights management 

prevents content access by unintended recipients

NexGuard implementation can be tailored to the workflow
• Secure viewing points can also be integrated anywhere in a professional workflow
• The NexGuard suite is already implemented as a module of VEDATM automation software from SGT. Other 

integrations can be considered

Content Protection 
objectives

Prerelease content may 
transit through many hands 

Restrict access to 
content to pre-approved 
buyers

Upon playing, content may 
still be captured via the 
“analog hole” (e.g. 
camcording) 

Deter illicit copying and 
be able to pinpoint to the 
source of leaks,  if any

Secure movie preview based on NexGuard

- Case Study -
NexGuard™ Solutions

For more information please visit www.civolution.com or contact us: info@civolution.com

http://www.civolution.com/
mailto:info@civolution.com
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